WATER AND SANITATION IN
CATALONIA
THE GLOBAL WATER MARKET

$714 BILLION IN 2016

RESULTS
The MARCO project carried out 9 case studies, each one
assessed a key economic sector in a specific region. This
infographic focuses on water and sanitation in Catalonia.
The outcomes of each case study provides knowledge
that can be applicable to similar sectors.

THE WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION SECTOR
IN CATALONIA (2014):

GENERATED
3,504,722

EMPLOYED
26,502
PEOPLE

USE OF CLIMATE SERVICES
Due to the geographic conditions,
Catalonia is subject to water scarcity.
Therefore, adaptation measures such as
desalination, water reuse, improvement of
efficiency and water conservation, are a
must for this region.

KEY MESSAGE
Today, climate services are used in Catalonia for the
planning and adapting of the water sector to
climate change impacts. The main reason why
climate information is relevant for the water sector
is because it helps predict the impacts of climate
change on water resources and allows actors to
take adaptation measures in advance of extreme
weather events.

To address climate change risks and minimise their impacts, many climate service
applications are needed. This includes
measuring climate events, collecting and
managing data, creating models, giving
advisory services and publishing climate
studies.

KEY CLIMATE VULNERABILITIES
Increase in the temperature and changes in
the physical characteristics of water

Reduction of aquifers recharge

Disruption of hydrologic systems

CLIMATE SERVICES NEEDS
Raw data

Increase in frequency and intensity of
extreme weather events
Change in water quality and in
contamination characteristics

Databases
Models, scenarios & reports

POTENTIAL FUTURE GROWTH
OF CLIMATE SERVICES

RECOMMENDATIONS
Improvement of data collection
focusing on geographical differences

Public administration should lead the
way on the use of climate data

Facilitate the integration of climate data
for practical use

Climate data will gain importance in the
years to come. This will be essential to
ensure economic continuity and
sustainability

INFLUENCING TRENDS
The increasing pressure of a growing
water demand in the context of
resources scarcity
Municipalities are giving more
emphasis to wastewater treatment
and water regulation in Catalonia
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